A Cat is Waiting

{Adopting The Right Cat For You)
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The kids have besn clamoring for a cat. You'we hald them off for B8 long a3 humanly possible, but now wou must decids whather or nod
1o make the twenty yaar commitmeant to0 3 new teline friend. To dog people, taking on a cat essms like no big deal — no house training,
numearous daily walke or cbsdisnce classes. But if you are a novics at animal cars-1aking, hair on the furniturs, paw prnis on
countsriops and kitty games at 3 A M. — not to mention itter box training and daily maintenance — can take some getling used 1o, Time
musl be found in haclic schedulbss for grooming, taeding and mieractive play. i you are coneidering adopting a kitten, factor in plenty
of time for socialization and supervsion io ensura that the end result will bz a well-adjustad adult cai.

Ficture Purrfect

Zats had only one functon throughout the canturies: vermin contral. Only in the last one hundred ysars
has salective breeding caught on — synonymous with tha risa of the cat as a companion. Most purabrad
cats fall into ons of the following three groupings basad on physical charscteristics:

* The natural breeds -- American and British shorthairs, Parsians, Maine Coon cals ware
cdavaloped i cold climates. They have long, thick costs; heavy, cobby {squars) bodies, and ars the most
sadeate group in terma of snergy leval.

* The semi-foreigne — Aussian Bluss, Abyesinians, Coicats are an in-batwesn group whoss body shapss are leanar and mons
muscular than the natural breeds. Thay have slighily oval eyes and their heads are modsrataly wedge-shaped. Thair activity leval is
usually moderats with some high-energy axceptons like the Abyssinian.

* The Orientals -- Siamesa, Burmass, Commish Rexas ongingtad in warmear cimes; they camy little body fat and lighter coats
Almost evarything about them is elongated — legs, taile, sars and bodias -- 1o allow mors surlacs area tor efficiant cooling. These cats
are the most active and talkstive.

Still, less than 10 percent of the world's cats. both in and out of shelters, are purebred.
The majority - common house cats — have charmed their way info becoming the number-cne most popular pet
in the United States.

‘When you hawve mads the decision 1o commit 1o & cat, hop on tha intarnat and wisit

www. pstfindar.com or head to your local animal shelter, where an array of felines resplandant in
Tabby siripes, Calico patches, sclicds and Tortoiseshell pattems awaite. Tha feline diversity residing
in locsl shatters and rescua groupe ensures you will find a kindred spirit. Many shellars vacoinsts,
as-worm and tast tor feline leuksmia bsfore putting up cate for adopton. Some shalters spayinsutar
bstore adoption as wsil. Ask yours for gpecifics on what is includad in the sdoption package.

Searching for Mr. Right
Before facing cage after cage of homeless cats, consider your needs am:l E:p&ntﬂiluna It yours i a ful-tims
working housshold, | recommend passing up kittens and adolsscsnis (less than sighteen months ofd) in fawor of 8 more low-key adult
whoes anargy nasds will be aasier 1o meat. It you are a novice cat owner, stay away from “sxcassive” cats - excessaly shy,
aggrassive or damanding -- for thay may prowvids too great a challanga for your first expenence. Your best bat is the fnendly, cuigoing
cat, who nudgas an cutstretched finger offarad through the csge bars and who nuzzies and purrs whan you hold him in gowr arms. This
prodile s & particularly good cholca for farmaliss with children younger than saven years of age.

e coat color or pattern Important? Sy all means, choosa a cat who atiracts you, but remembear that the gorgaous calico hiding
at the back of her cage may well go into prolongsd hiding onese she s relessed into your homs. A cat who is social and relaxed at &
shelter usually has the aplomb bo mast the siressas that life throws har way. Consider the whole cat, not just one alamsant,

A atin your Ifa can sdd warmth, humor and peace of mind. A cat can tesch your child empathy for others while keaping her sscrats. i
you can maks the commitmant, & cat & walting to enhance your lite in ways only a kindred spamt can.



